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whole, more successfully. The method of elec-
tion provided by the constitution has proven a
superb instrument of selection. Thiers, Mc-
Mahon, Grevy, Carnot, Faure, Casimir-Perier,
Loubet, and Fallieres constitute a line of presi-
dents of a fairly large mental calibre, of great
dignity of life and efficiency. Without being
blind to some of their limitations, where is the
land whose chief magistrates during the same
period would offer a finer record ? So real have
been the services rendered by them that no one
now, as in the early days of the Republic, speaks
of abolishing the office of president.

In the executive machinery also a great
change has taken place. Several ministers have
been added to those already existing. Agri-
culture, the colonies, and labour came to have
their distinct places in the administration of the
country. The efficiency of the ministries has
been increased by the gradual introduction of
under secretaries of state, and by the co-opera-
tion of elected superior councils whose members
are men of special competence chosen by their
peers. When this was done for education, Jules
Ferry rightly said that that ministry had ceased
to be an administration, "to become an organ-
ised and living body."1 The ministries are not

1 Rambaud, A., JuLes Ferry, Paris, 1903, p. 102.